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In the landmark case of Bellotti v. Baird, the Supreme Court assumed both that pregnant
teens lack the capacity to make the abortion decision for themselves, and that parental
involvement serves as a beneficial counterweight to youthful immaturity. Since this deci-
sion, the Court has not wavered from its belief in the interconnected assumptions about
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body of literature documenting the decisional abilitics of teens. Compounding this omis- '
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decisions.

This article examines how these flaws compromise the integrity of the Court’s posi-
tion. It then presents the results of a rescarch study on the experience of young women in
Massachusetts who chose to seek judicial authorization for an abortion, rather than involve
their parents. Drawing on in-depth interviews, the article allows young women to be heard
within the context of their own lives. Speaking about their decision to abort, their reasons
for not involving their parents, and the nature of the court experience, their voices provide

a rich counter-narrative to ourt’s pinched representation of adolescent reality, an 1 %
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rather than simply accepting the Court's portrayal of their reality.

Introduction

July 2019

In 1973, the Supreme Court, in the landmark case of Roe v. Wade (Roe),' held

that decisi authority the outcome of a resides in the preg-
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